
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the only two sacraments or ordinances commanded in 
Scripture. With very few exceptions, all churches and denominations throughout history have 
practiced these sacraments, but many times these ordinances have been erroneously practiced 
and/or given incorrect meanings or purposes. For this reason, it is necessary that we understand 
the purpose and practice as prescribed in Scripture so that we may adhere to what God has 
desired for his church. The following explains our understand and practice of baptism. 

Baptism 

The only necessary qualifications for baptism is that a person has believed the gospel and 
responded with repentance from sin to Jesus (Acts 16:31-33, 19:4-6). Baptism is an act of 
obedience following both Jesus’ example and his command (Matt. 3:13-17; Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 
8:36-38; Rom 6:4; 1 Peter 3:21). It is the first rite of a disciple as evidenced in Jesus’ 
commissioning of the disciples: “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Additional teaching and instruction ought to 
follow baptism (Matt 28:19-20). Baptism does not save a person; rather, it physically reflects the 
spiritual reality of salvation by faith in Jesus. Therefore, all who believe by faith the message of 
forgiveness of sins and salvation unto eternal life through the death, burial, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus Christ are to follow in baptism (1 Cor 15:1-5; Matt 28:18-20; Col 2:11-12). 

Immersion done by a believer to the new believer is the only correct mode of baptism. Matthew 
3:13-17 points to Jesus coming up out of the water after being baptized by John. Similarly, the 
Ethiopian eunuch went down into the water and came up out of the water after being baptized by 
Phillip (Acts 8:38-39). Additionally, Peter’s explanatory comment in 1 Peter 3:21 makes sense 
only if the practice of baptism was more than a sprinkling of water. Furthermore, full body 
immersion best illustrates Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection.  

Baptism rightly practiced and understood, then, is the full body immersion of a believer shortly 
following conversion. It is an act of obedience to Jesus’ command and emulation of his 
submission to the Father. It serves as a public sign of a person’s participation in Christ’s death, 
burial, and resurrection.  
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1. What is baptism for?  

As stated above, baptism is for believers. We are both spiritual as well as physical beings. 
Baptism is a physical response to the spiritual reality of new birth we have experienced by faith 
in Jesus. Those who have trusted in Jesus’ work on the cross by faith and not in their own work 
for salvation have escaped God’s judgment on their sin. Baptism symbolizes this escape from 
God’s wrath through Jesus’ sacrifice (1 Peter 3:18-21). Furthermore, baptism functions as a 
symbolic cleansing of sins (Acts 22:16; 2:38). Those who are in Christ Jesus no longer stand 
under God’s condemnation for any sin (Rom 8:1). Baptism symbolizes this reality. 

Baptism also relates to our identity in Christ. When we are baptized, we are baptized in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt 28:19). The rite of baptism is one of the initial ways 
that we outwardly identify with God through faith in Jesus. We are also baptized to express our 
union with Jesus and his church (Rom 6:3-5; Eph 4:4-6; cf. 1 John 1:7). Being united with Jesus 
by faith also means that we are united with his church. We initially express this union through 
baptism. 

2. Why did Jesus get baptized?  1

On the surface, it does seem strange that Jesus would be baptized. Some think he did it to model 
for us what we need to do, but that wasn’t the primary reason Jesus was baptized. John the 
Baptist was the camel hair wearing, locust and wild honey-eating prophet who preached 
repentance to the people of Israel. He was the one who was “the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way for the Lord; make his paths straight’” mentioned in the book of 
Isaiah (Matthew 3:1-3). John’s job was to prepare Israel for the coming Messiah. How would 
you do that if you didn’t know who that person was? If you look at John 1:32-34, John the 
Baptist says, “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself 
did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” The key reason that Jesus was baptized was so 
that John the Baptist would know who God’s Messiah was and be able to proclaim Him to all 
Israel. 

3. Why would you get baptized? 

The primary reason anyone would get baptized is obedience. Jesus, after His resurrection, gave a 
commission to all of those who would follow Him : “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 Points 2-6 are quoted and adapted from Joe Testa, “Baptism,” Riverview Church (n.d.).1
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Baptism is part of obeying Jesus in making disciples. God would not give a command that we 
would teach to others, but ourselves not obey. That is hypocrisy. Secondly, baptism is a chance to 
proclaim to the church that you belong to Jesus. It’s a chance to proclaim your identity as a child 
of God, and that your desire, by the power of the Holy Spirit, is to live for Jesus. 

4. What if I was baptized as an infant? 

Some traditions baptize infants of believing parents as a covenantal act. These groups link 
baptism with the Jewish rite of circumcision as a sign of the covenant community. As evidence, 
they would look at household conversions in Acts (16:14-15, 31-33; 18:8) and Colossians 
2:11-12, and presume the presence of small children who were baptized. But when you look at 
the practice of the New Testament church, you see no evidence of infant baptism. Moreover, 
when you look in the New Testament, we also do not find any command to baptize infants. On 
the contrary, the clear teaching of the New Testament is that those who have believed in Jesus are 
to be baptized.3 

A few arguments speak against the idea of infant baptism. One is that infant baptism was 
introduced after the apostolic period of the church. Second, when proper emphasis is given to 
repentance and faith, the maturity of the one being baptized becomes important. Third, infant 
baptism may create a false sense of security. Some adults might think that they are followers of 
Jesus because of an act that was performed on them when they were infants. 

5. What if I want my infant to be baptized? 

Most parents who baptize their infants do so with the understanding that they are committing to 
raise this child as best they can to respond to the message of the gospel and one day be a 
maturing follower of Jesus. For those who wish to make this commitment, our practice as a 
church is to dedicate a child. 

6. Honoring parents and addressing issues with baptizing children 

As a church we have one policy and one caution as it relates to baptism. 

If you are still living with your parents or are supported by your parents, we ask that you get their 
blessing first before getting baptized. It’s a great chance for you to share your new faith with 
unbelieving parents. Our heart as a church is to help young people learn to honor and respect 
their parents. 

We want to express gentle caution to parents about having their loving child or children baptized. 
The main issue has to do with the challenge in discerning if faith is real in a child and if they will 
be able to remember their baptism. This requires you as a parent to express wisdom and 
discernment, and we leave the final decision to you on when a child is ready to be baptized. 
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7. Responses to common reactions to baptism 

“I need to pray about it.” 

When we see clear commands in Scripture, we don’t need to pray about whether or not it is 
God’s desire for us to do something. We simply need to obey. 

“I have followed Jesus a long time without getting baptized. I might be perceived as a new 
believer if I were to get baptized.” 

Pride could be a barrier to obeying Jesus. We’re told in 1 Peter 5:5 and James 4:6 : “God opposes 
the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 

“I’m not ready yet . . .” 

Baptism isn’t something we do because we arrive at a level of maturity. It’s a first step of 
obedience in our relationship with Jesus. We need to be reminded that the gospel is all about the 
fact that we would never be good enough to be accepted by God. He accepted us while we were 
sinners. Jesus died for us while we were living in rebellion to God. We need to live in the gospel 
every day as God’s children (1 Corinthians 15:1). We don’t need to have our act all together to 
get baptized. If you wait until you do, you will never obey Jesus in this area. 

“I’m apprehensive to talk to my parents about my desire to get baptized.” 

Talking with family about your desire to get baptized can be scary. However, this as an 
opportunity to share about the decision you’ve made and about what the Bible teaches about the 
gospel and about baptism. Your parents do not have to be excited about your desire, but, if 
possible we would like you to have their blessing to get baptized. 
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